project 0-6 years
reggio emilia municipal infant-toddler centers and preschools

The experience of the Municipal Infant-toddler Centers and Pre-
schools of Reggio Emilia began in 1963 with the opening of the
first preschools (children aged three to six), followed in 1971 by the
infant-toddler centers (children three months to three years old).
Within this experience, a pedagogical and cultural project has been
developed and implemented that has continued to represent a
point of reference of intense vitality for the city of Reggio Emilia. It
IS the subject of interest, research, and exchange on the part of
teachers, pedagogistas (pedagogical coordinators), researchers,
administrators, and political and cultural figures from all over Italy
and throughout the world.

This educational experience for children aged three months to six
years is based on the image of a child who has great potentials for
development and is the subject of rights, a child who learns and
grows in relation with others.

The specific identity of the early childhood services managed by
the Istituzione for schools and infant-toddler centers is founded on
some distinct features: the value and quality of research and inno-
vation, family participation, collegial work by staff, the importance
attributed to the school environment, the presence of the atelier
and on-site kitchen and the pedagogical-didactic coordinating
team.

The project of family participation in the life and management of
the municipal early childhood services is deeply rooted in the
history of the experience: the first schools were built and opened
on popular initiative, and the local territory has a longstanding
culture and spirit of participation.
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